SCREEN INTERNATIONAL

WRAP UP REPORT OF THE 3rd RHODES ITNL FILM FESTIVAL.

By Alexis Grivas

Rhodes, Greece, June 6 2005

The third Rhodes International Film Festival-Ecofilms, helmed by producer-director Lucia Rikaki, wrapped here today with the awards ceremony presided over by the international jury headed by former Goteborg Film Festival topper Gunnar Bergdal.

Among the rest of the five-member jury were, the Sarajevo Film Festival director Mirsad Purivatra and Greek director Menelaos Karamanghiolis.

Shipbreakers by Michael Cot (Canada) was named best feature receiving a Golden Deer and Euros 7,000 in cash.Set in a ship graveyard in Alang, India, the film follows the daily

lives of workers who toil to break down a 30.000 ton vessel over a period of two

months. Kot, a founding producer of CBC Newsworld, uses strong imagery

to convey complex and harsh social and environmental realities of the

developing world.Runner up was the German-Austrian co-production Carpatia by Andrej Klamt

and

Ulrich Rydzewski. It received A Silver Deer and Euros 5,000.

Snapshot encounters with an array of ethnic groups and insights into

community life set in the Carpatia are captured in a film whose rich

landscape photography was one of its outstanding features.

Two special mentions went to, Aleni's Alexandrakis second directorial

Outing Nostalgos and Katerina Peters' Stroke (Germany). The later, featuring

The director's husband conclusive efforts to overcome the effects of 

stroke, was the object of a biding mini-war between major local distributors

Prooptiki and Playtime. While Firsthandfilms, the Swiss-based sales

agent of the film is expected to reach a deal this very week, another local

distributor, Spentzos Films closed a deal with another highlight of the

festival, Czech Dream by Vit Klusak and Filip Remunda.

That was the first time local distributors had such  a massive presence

At the festival.

The short films competition jury headed by French producer-sales agent

Thierry Le Nouvel (Cine-Sud Promotion), alongside Rotterdam Film

Festival's Rik Vermeulen and Greek director Thanassis Rentzis  awarded a Golden Deer and Euros 5,000 to Imar Amiralay's A Flood In Baath Country (France)  and a Silver Deer

And Euros 3,000 to  Wolfgang Thaler's Ants: Nature's Secret Power (Austria).

